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Welcome to Istanbul!  
 
Old scholars called Istanbul "the mother of the world". Not too wrongly, because Istanbul is not only the largest, most beautiful and shiny city of 
Turkey, its atmosphere and its special style is also with no other metropolis to be compared. In the well received buildings still the gloss of the former 
Byzantine and Konstantinopolis is reflected. Istanbul pulls each visitor into its spell with the eastern smells, its intensive activity, multicolored 
mixture of humans of different nations, the eastern music and the fantastic silhouette.  

 
Istanbul is a fascinating mixture from past and present, from old and new, from tradition and modern trends. Museums, churches, palaces, mosques, 
bazaars and the beauty of the landscape form an inexhaustible supply of objects of interest. If one drives in the dusk along the Bosphorus absorbed in 
thought, one understands, why this area attracts humans for thousands of years magically. 

 
Istanbul; until 1930 Constantinople and in ancient times Byzantium or Byzantion, with a population of between around 12 million people, is the 
largest city of Turkey and by some counts one of the largest cities in Europe. Istanbul is literally incomparable. No other city bestrides two continents 
or has been an imperial capital for more than 1,500 years. 

 
Founded by the Roman emperor Constantine on the site of the ancient Greek colony of Byzantium, and called Constantinople after him, it became the 
eastern capital of the Roman Empire and later the capital of the Byzantine Empire. After the Fall of Constantinople in 1453, it became part of and 
soon capital of the Ottoman Empire. Only on 28th March 1930, was the city officially renamed Istanbul.The old city is mainly located on the 
Bosphorus strait, which separates Europe from Asia and the Black Sea from the Marmara Sea. However, the modern city is much larger and covers 
both European and Asian sides of the Bosporus.   
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